“How can deforestation be so bad when there are so many uses for the wood?”

Red herring

“If Christians can believe all the nonsense in the Bible, how can I trust any of the other things they say, like in politics?”

Poisoning the well

Birds normally can fly. 

Tweety the Penguin is a bird. 

Therefore, Tweety can fly.

Sweeping generalization

“It’s very unusual to find a site in this good of a state,” said David Brewer, an archaeologist with National Park Service. “This is one of the best unexcavated sites in the world.”

Red herring
“Divorce is rampant in America, Mary. I heard 50% of marriages end in divorce within three years. So I’ve decided not to marry you because the odds are against us.”

Sweeping generalization

“Women have rights,” said the Bullfighters Association president. “But women shouldn’t fight bulls because a bullfighter is and should be a man.”

Circular reasoning

Bill:
“Jill and I both support having prayer in public schools.”

Jill:
“Hey, I never said that!” 

Bill:
“You’re not an atheist are you?”

False dilemma
“The primary argument surrounding [the] debate [over whether to tax Internet sales] is fairness: ‘If consumers only had to pay taxes when they bought from Main Street stores but not when they bought goods from Internet sellers, this would discriminate against Main Street stores and put them at a competitive disadvantage based solely on government tax policy,’ according to the NGA’s [National Governor’s Association] website.”

False dilemma

Kintaro: “I don’t see how you can consider Stalin a great leader. He killed millions, crippled the Soviet economy, kept the people in fear, and laid the foundations for the violence occurring in Eastern Europe.” 

Dave:
“Well you say that. But I have a book at home that says Stalin was acting in the best interest of the people. The millions killed were vicious enemies of the state and the rest of the peaceful citizens. This book lays it all out, so it has to be true.”

Appeal to authority

Waiter: 

“Would you like soup with that?”

You:
 

“No, thank you.”

Waiter: 

“What dressing would you like on your salad?”

You: 

“I do not care for any salad, thank you.”

Waiter: 

“So, you’ve changed your mind. Do you want the minestrone or the chowder?”

You: 

“Well neither, actually, thank you just the same.”

Waiter: 
“I’m sorry sir, the menu says the meal comes with soup or salad.”

False dilemma

 “We admit that this measure is popular. But we also urge you to note that there are so many bond issues on this ballot that the whole thing is getting ridiculous.”

Red herring

“You’re recommending the extension of the hunting season. Don’t you own a chain of hunting lodges you rent out every hunting season?”

Red herring

“If you don’t make plans for your children’s education today, they’ll end up among the uneducated, competing with college graduates whose parents planned ahead.”

False dilemma
“Since freedom of speech means everyone has the right to say whatever they want, if I want to yell, ‘fire!’ in a crowded theater, I have the right to do so.”

Sweeping generalization

“I wish it were possible for men to get really emotionally involved in this question [abortion]. It is really impossible for the man, for whom it is impossible to be in this situation, to really see it from the woman’s point of view. That is why I am concerned that there are not more women in this House available to speak about this from the woman’s point of view.”

Poisoning the well

“To cast abortion as a solely private moral question … is to lose touch with common sense: How human beings treat one another is practically the definition of a public moral matter. Of course, there are many private aspects of human relations, but the question whether one human being should be allowed fatally to harm another is not one of them. Abortion is an inescapably public matter.”

Circular reasoning

“You have to major in Business Administration, because if you don’t, you’ll end up on the street and a disgrace!”

False dilemma

“Cigarette industry executives aren’t drug pushers. They offer products that millions of Americans want and employ hundreds of thousands of workers worldwide in jobs that pay better-than-average wages.”

Red herring

“Restrictions on smoking in restaurants are unconstitutional, and not necessary to protect public health. My sister’s a lawyer, and none of the arguments in support of restrictions are convincing to her.”

Appeal to authority

“Of course she’s not guilty! The police arrested her, didn’t they? And you know they’re just the jackboot thugs of the capitalist order.”

Poisoning the well

“Frequent exercise and a good diet is essential for good health. That’s something Arnold Schwarzenneger has always promoted. And he should know, right?”

Appeal to authority

“I think we should trust the New York Times before we start trusting bloggers. If the Times didn’t think reporting on this so-called ‘Easongate’ was important, then it must not have been important. Besides, they’re just a bunch of lonely nobody’s sitting in their pajamas in their basements.”

Appeal to authority

Non sequitor

