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Course Description

This course covers the evolving field of world politics. We will cover more than international relations (which deals with the relationship between nation-states); we will discuss broader areas of world politics, such as economic and environmental issues and the role of non-state actors. When you finish the semester, you should master a basic vocabulary of world politics—including key concepts, theories, and approaches—as well as gain a broader perspective on the evolving world around us. 

World politics affects each of us in countless ways. Ranging from issues like the environment and rising oil prices, conflict in Iraq and anti-war demonstrations, to issues of international copyright law and cyber piracy. Although we will not be able to go into detail on all the issues that might interest you, I hope this course will spark your interest. At the very least, I hope you leave the class with a better appreciation for the way world politics affects your life—and how you can, in turn, be involved in shaping the future destiny of our world. 

In this course you will do two things: (a) master the key concepts, theories, and approaches of world politics and (b) learn how to critically apply that knowledge to specific issues. The textbook is divided thematically and provides basic understanding of different approaches and theories. The Taking Sides reader covers various issues and presents arguments for opposing views. It allows us to engage more deeply in issues I hope interest you. Using the textbook as background, you can think critically and analyze different positions on important issues.

Required Texts
Rourke, John T. 2004. International Politics on the World Stage (Brief), 5/e. McGraw Hill.

Rourke, John T. 2004. Taking Sides: Clashing Views on Controversial Issues in World Politics, 11/e. McGraw Hill.

Additional Readings
In addition to the required readings, you should familiarize yourself with world events all semester. Keeping in mind that a significant portion of your grade consists of in-class participation. You should come to class prepared with some knowledge of current events, since we will discuss them in class whenever they are relevant. Make it a habit to regularly read the international or world section of a major newspaper. I recommend:

• Christian Science Monitor (csmonitor.com)

• The New York Times (nytimes.com)

• The Guardian (guardian.co.uk)

• The Washington Post (washingtonpost.com)

• BBC News (news.bbc.co.uk)

• NPR Online (news.npr.org)

I will use examples from current events to illustrate concepts and approaches in the textbook. You should ask questions or raise issues you think relevant. I also encourage you seek other alternative media outlets. I’m a big fan of weblogs and recommend:


• Command Post (command-post.org)


• Living on the Planet (livingontheplanet.com)


• Watchblog (watchblog.com)

Course Schedule

	Week 1
	August 31
	Course introduction.



	
	September 2
	Introduction to world politics.

Read: Text, Chapter 1.



	Week 2
	September 7
	No class.



	
	September 9
	Brief history of world politics.

Read: Text, Chapter 2.



	Week 3
	September 14
	Levels of analysis.

Read: Text, Chapter 3.



	
	September 16
	Movie. The Fog of War.



	Week 4
	September 21
	Quiz 1. Chapters 1-3.

Discussion 1: Eleven lessons from The Fog of War.


	
	September 23
	Nations and nation-states.

Read: Text, Chapter 4



	Week 5
	September 28
	Nations and nation-states (continued).

Read: Text, Chapter 6



	
	September 30
	Discussion 2: The Iraq war.

Read: Reader, Issue 7.



	Week 6
	October 5
	Transnational actors and world politics.

Read: Text, Chapter 5.



	
	October 7
	Transnational actors and world politics (continued).

Read: Text, Chapter 7.



	Week 7
	October 12
	Quiz 2. Chapters 4-7.

Discussion 3: The role of the United Nations.

Read: Reader, Issue 16.



	
	October 14
	Power and diplomacy.

Read: Text, Chapter 8.



	Week 8
	October 19
	Discussion 4: North Korea.

Read: Reader, Issue 8.



	
	October 21
	International law.

Read: Text, Chapter 9.



	Week 9
	October 26
	International security.

Read: Text, Ch. 10.



	
	October 28
	Quiz 3. Chapters 8-10.

Discussion 5: The war on terror.

Read: Reader, Issue 13.



	Week 10
	November 2
	RISK simulation.


	
	November 4
	Discussion 6: What did RISK teach us?



	Week 11
	November 9
	Globalization.

Read: Text, Chapter 11.



	
	November 11
	Discussion 7: Globalization pro/cons.

Read: Reader, Issue 1.



	Week 12
	November 16
	International political economy.

Read: Text, Chapter 12.



	
	November 18
	Quiz 4. Chapters 11-12.

Discussion 8: Debt forgiveness.

Read: Reader, Issue 10.



	Week 13
	November 23
	Human rights.

Read: Text, Chapter 13.



	
	November 25
	Thanksgiving break.



	Week 14
	November 30
	The global commons.

Read: Text, Chapter 14.



	
	December 2
	Quiz 5. Chapters 13-14.

Final exam review.



	Week 15
	
	Final exam.


Course Requirements
Points for the semester are broken down as follows:

	
	Class participation
	15

	
	Attendance
	5

	
	Quizes (5)
	25

	
	Short papers (3)
	30

	
	Final Exam
	25

	
	Total
	100


I do not give long lectures and prefer interactive class environments. A significant portion of your grade is based on in-class participation. Come to class having already read the assigned material. I will provide brief overviews of the key points, as well as supply some other material, but the bulk of the class will consist of in-class discussion. Be able to demonstrate familiarity with the assigned reading, as well as the ability to think critically and apply that material to real-world examples.

I will give five short quizes during the semester. They will cover material covered in class as well as in the text and will be combination multiple choice and short answer format. You may not make up a quiz if you are absent (unless you can demonstrate an emergency). If you know ahead of time that you will miss a quiz for a legitimate reason, you must notify me in advance to make some arrangement. The final exam is an essay exam—bring a blue book.

Short Essay Guidelines
Throughout the semester we will be reading various articles from Taking Sides. These articles present contrasting opinions on a specific subject related to world politics. The three short essays provide you an opportunity to select three of those issues and further reflect on them. Each essay is due on the date that topic will be discussed in class.

These essays should not summarize the two articles. Rather, reflect on the issue (after reading both arguments, of course) and present your own position. In other words, take a stand on the issue. You may choose to agree with either of the two positions, or develop an alternative position of your own.

Beyond merely taking a position, you should also demonstrate (a) that you have read and understand both articles and (b) that you understand the concepts covered so far in the course. Be fair to the authors of each of the articles and explicitly state why you agree/disagree with them. Discuss what might explain each author’s position. For example: Is the author a realist or an idealist? Is he/she focusing on the individual, state, or system level of analysis? What political ideology does the author seem to adhere to?

Additionally, you may choose to write about the documentary movie, The Fog of War. If you choose this option, you should instead write a critical essay focusing on how the eleven “lessons” presented relate to concepts from the first three chapters of our text. You should not summarize the movie, but rather demonstrate the ability to critically evaluate and apply information from the film to this course.

This may seem like a lot to cover in a short essay. But if you write in a polished and concise style, you will do well. As always, ask me if you have any questions. I am also willing to read draft copies, so long as I receive them with time enough to return them before they are due.

The paper must be at least three full pages (but no more than five pages), in length typed, double-spaced, with one-inch margins. Use a standard 12-point font (e.g. Times, Helvetica). Staple your paper together on the top left corner—do not use a binder. Be sure that the paper is an original creation and that you do not plagiarize material from other sources. Keep in mind that plagiarism (the use of words and/or ideas from other authors without properly crediting them) is a serious academic offense leading to dismissal from the university.

Note: 

You are responsible to make yourself aware of and understanding the policies and procedures in the Undergraduate (pp. 271-272) and/or Graduate (pp. 24-26) Catalogs that pertain to Academic Integrity. These policies include cheating, fabrication, falsification and forgery, multiple submission, plagiarism, complicity and computer misuse. If there is reason to believe you have been involved in academic dishonesty, you will be referred to the Office of Student Judicial Affairs. You will be given the opportunity to review the charge(s). If you believe you are not responsible, you will have the opportunity for a hearing. You should consult with me if you are uncertain about an issue of academic honesty prior to the submission of an assignment or test.

